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FEUDATORY                  OF
CHHATTISGARH
IT was a deplorable misfortune which prematurely deprived the administration of Mr. Berry's services. He was stricken down by one of those sudden and terrible strokes of which we have experience in India. He was riding out on a Wednesday morning in May, 1889, in the neighbourhood of Raipur and came to a village where he met several funeral processions following one another. In his kindly way he drew up beside one of them and asked the bearers about the death. They told him that there was cholera in the village, and he made inquiry as to the violence of the visitation, and found that many were dying.
It was a dry day in the hot weather, and he was to leeward of the body. There seems little doubt that more or less desiccated matter laden with germs was carried to him by the strong hot wind. It suddenly occurred to him that this might be so. He rode home and bathed and changed before he allowed his wife and child to meet him. He wrote and told me (for 1 was in camp) about this outbreak of cholera, and related all the circumstances of his meeting the biers to a friend in Raipur. All went well until the Saturday morning, when he suddenly felt ill; and by evening he was dead. Seldom, indeed, has the death of so comparatively young an officer evoked such widespread grief among the people of a province. Many chiefs and tribes and people of diverse races mourned with his European friends and brother officers over his untimely death.
I had held, for more than a year, the Commissionership of
139